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Dave Lehmann has always had a way with numbers.

The former Janesville Parker High instructor taught mathematics, both basic
and advanced courses such as pre-calculus, for more than three decades at
Janesville Parker High School.

Cathy Lehmann was there with him, teaching physical education and health
for the same span at Parker.

The husband-and-wife team did not leave the school when the final bell rang.

Dave was the Vikings head volleyball coach in the fall, the assistant gymnastics
coach in the winter and head girls track and field coach in the spring.

Cathy was the assistant volleyball coach, the head gymnastics coach, an
assistant coach in track and field and was Parker’s head girls swimming coach
from 1983-1989. While she was at Edison Junior High, Cathy coached
swimming, synchronized swimming and track and field.

The couple influenced tens of thousands of students and athletes over the 42
years Dave taught and coached in Janesville and the 37 years Cathy taught and
coached until they retired in 2013.

“That was my goal from the start,” Dave Lehmann said of his full school year
coaching.

‘The numbers guy’
Heidi Jegerlehner is one of those tens of thousands of students that were
influenced by the Lehmanns.

Bookends on the top row coaching the Vikings’ gymnastics team last decade, Dave and Cathy Lehmann. 2025
inductees into Janesville Sports Hall of Fame. The couple soon celebrating a 47th wedding anniversary, coached
several sports side-by-side at Parker. Cathy Lehmann said, “It never was a problem because we each had our own
responsibilities. We took care of business.”
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“Dave Lehmann was the numbers guy,” said Jegerlehner, who was Heidi Hoeft
in high school. Jegerlehner is a 1998 Parker graduate who was a four-year
member of the gymnastics team. “I remember how he put numbers into goals
and statistics.

“I carried that knowledge over in our program and am thankful for his math
knowledge.”

Jegerlehner took over as the Parker High head gymnastics coach when Cathy
Lehmann retired.

While the longevity of the Lehmanns’ teaching and coaching careers are an
awesome achievement, that just begins to tell the total contribution they have
made both at Parker and in the community.

Dave also coached one season as an assistant for the then University of
Wisconsin-Rock County men’s basketball program. He was a WIAA basketball
official for several years before taking over the head volleyball position at
Parker.

“If they weren’t coaching, they were supporting in other ways,” said Carol
Luther, a former physical education instructor and coach at the school.
“Officiating, scouting, keeping stats or watching.

“They had the athletes’ development as a priority,” said Luther, whom Dave
replaced as the head girls track and field coach when she retired in 1997.

Hall of Fame inductees on Saturday
Dave and Cathy Lehmann will each be recognized Saturday when they are
inducted into the Janesville Sports Hall of Fame during the ceremony at the
Janesville Country Club. Joining them in the 2025 induction class will be Catie
O’Leary, the late Duan Damron, Matt Mohr and Rick Dunnum. Janesville native,
local business owner and NBC sports executive Greg Hughes will be the guest
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speaker.

Dave’s teaching and coaching career included five decades from his start at
Edison Junior High from mid-year 1971 through 2013.

“I’m proud of that,” he said. “But it didn’t seem that long.”

They first met while they were teaching at the newly opened Edison Junior
High. Dave grew up outside of Argyle. Cathy was born in Prairie du Chien but
grew up in Janesville.

Coaching high school sports side-by-side for three seasons each school year
for three decades is a testament to their relationship.

“When one of us was the head coach and the other was an assistant, it’s a good
thing because there are a lot of positives you can talk about,” Dave said. “If you
don’t get along, you won’t last long coaching the same sport. We never had a
problem.”

“It never was a problem because we each had our own responsibilities,” Cathy
said. “We took care of business.”

In August, the couple will celebrate their 47th wedding anniversary.

“It has to be that we get along,” Dave said.

“We just complement each other well,” Cathy said.

Dave is a UW-Platteville graduate with bachelor’s degrees in secondary
education, mathematics and physical education and earned a master’s degree
in mathematics from UW-Whitewater.

Cathy earned a bachelor degree in physical education and health and a
master’s degree in education from UW-Whitewater.
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Physical education was a profession she knew she wanted to get into as a
youngster. She started working for the Janesville Recreation Department as a
swim instructor and lifeguard when she was a sophomore at Parker and
worked there through college.

“I just really liked being active,” she said. “And I love to teach.”

Both joined the Parker High staff when ninth-graders were moved from junior
highs to the two high schools in 1983.

Next-door neighbors at Parker
Joe Dye taught mathematics next door to Dave’s classroom for 12 years at
Parker High. Dye also was the boy’s head track and field coach. Dave was the
girls head coach and Cathy the assistant from 1997 until they retired.

Dave and Cathy kept statistics on Friday nights for the 19 seasons Dye was the
head varsity coach at Parker. Cathy also had kept game statistics when Dave
was the assistant coach for the Parker sophomore football squad and prior to
that, the assistant football coach at Edison Junior High.

Dye, a 2014 Janesville Hall of Fame inductee, admired the Lehmanns’ work
ethic.

“The longevity that both Dave and Cathy had coaching was amazing,” Dye said.
“I do believe the only conference championship that Parker has won in
volleyball came on Dave’s watch (in 1998), and the only conference gymnastics
championship won by Parker came under Cathy’s watch.”

Those are facts. Dave also is the only Parker track and field coach whose teams
earned four straight Big Eight Conference championships from 1999-2002.
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Keeping track of the honor rolls
Dave Figi was another Parker High instructor who saw the Lehmanns’ work.
Figi taught computer science and math for 39 years before he retired in 2004.

In 1994, Figi and Dave Lehmann started compiling statewide track and field
honor rolls that were followed by athletes, coaches and media.

“Dave and Cathy’s dedication to the improvement of Janesville Parker students
both in the classroom and in the area of athletic competition was most
impressive,” Figi said. “Seeing firsthand Cathy and Dave’s work with track and
field athletes was inspiring.

“Counseling those athletes and getting the best from them helped prepare
those kids for success after high school,” Figi said. “In any sport the mental
approach is just as important as improving the athletes’ physical talents and
Dave and Cathy excelled at getting the most from their athletes.”

Dave’s dedication to track and field extended to statewide status when he and

Janesville Parker's 2000 WIAA girls' 800-meter relay state champions. From left, Rachel Rieck, Brittini Sherrod,
Kelly Holloway and Alyx Stalheim.
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Figi took on the task of publishing a high school track and field performance
honor roll in the early 1990s.

Unlike today where the Internet makes sharing information a breeze
compared to pre-Internet days. Lehmann and Figi would rely on results faxed
to them to compile their weekly honor rolls that were followed by coaches,
athletes and media.

Figi has continued his work on wisconsintrackonline.com.

‘Just great people’
Dick Schuh, the Parker head track coach, worked with both the Lehmanns
when he was an assistant track and field and football coach.

“Not only were they great coaches and teachers, but they’re just great people,”

'Just great people', current Janesville Parker track and field coach Dick Schuh says about Cathy and Dave
Lehmann.
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said Schuh, who is returning as a Parker football assistant coach this fall.
“They’re super supportive of everything that goes on in the community.”

Besides coaching duties, Schuh remembers Cathy for going above and beyond
at home meets.

“She would always bake treats for our home events volunteers,” Schuh said. “A
whole tray of treats. I know they all appreciated that.”

Cathy, a 1973 Parker graduate, was the sole female assistant coach on the
Parker track and field staff for many years, Schuh said.

“She was the one that the girls would go to for emotional support,” Schuh said.

In 2012, Dave earned an Award of Merit from the Wisconsin High School Track
Coaches Association.

The reunion in the
gymnastics room
Jegerlehner knew the Lehmanns
while a student and gymnast at
Parker High from 1994-1998. After
graduating from the University of
Minnesota and marrying fellow
Janesville native Andy Jegerlehner,
the couple returned to Janesville in
2011.

Heidi took over as Parker’s
gymnastics coach in 2013 after the
Lehmanns’ joint retirement
resulted in six coaching openings at
the school.

Cathy Lehmann's Wisconsin High School Gymnastics
Association Hall of Fame plaque.
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Jegerlehner just completed her 12th
season as head coach.

“Cathy was a very proud coach,” Jegerlehner said of the 2009 Gymnastics
Coaches Association Hall of Fame inductee. “She connected with the athletes
on a level of understanding and committed herself to the world of gymnastics.”

Jegerlehner found a vastly improved gymnastics room at Parker on her return
after 15 years away from the sport and the school. The addition of a fieldhouse
and new equipment made the practice facilities ideal.

“The Lehmanns took pride and great care in the condition of the mats and
equipment,” Jegerlehner said.

Jegerlehner, who still refers to the Lehmanns as Mr. Lehmann and Mrs.
Lehmann out of respect, sees them on a regular basis. The Lehmanns’ great
nephew is in youth sports with the Jegerlehner’s oldest son, Ryan.

“I’m honored to carry on that legacy for Mr. and Mrs. Lehmann,” Jegerlehner
said. “It has been an exciting journey that would not have existed without Mr.
and Mrs.”
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Still out and about
The Lehmanns remain active. Unless it is rainy, they can be found playing on
the Riverside Golf Course most days.

In addition, Cathy has taught spinning (cycling) course at the Janesville
Athletic Club since she retired from teaching in 2013.

“It’s my lifestyle,” she said. “It’s what I love to do.”

Saturday night will be a fitting tribute to the Lehmanns.

“I told them they’d always been in my hall of fame,” Dye said. “They both
coached three sports a year.”

The Lehmanns often are reminded of their teaching and coaching legacy.

“Cathy and I can’t go anywhere, no matter where it is, there will be a wink, a
handshake or a hug,” Dave said. “Somebody will come up with a story from
either school or coaching or a sport.”

“It’s just fun to see those people,” Cathy said. “To share memories with them.”

And then the “numbers guy” comes up with one—zero-- that cap off the list of
impressive numbers that Dave and Cathy Lehmann produced in their
professional careers.

“I’ve never gotten a punch in the nose,” Dave said of his run-ins with former

Top row bookends again, Cathy and Dave Lehmann and an edition of the Janesville Parker volleyball team.
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students and colleagues. “So, that’s something, right?”
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